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PARISH COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday 4th June 2024 at 7:30pm 

St Anne’s Hall, Aylesbury Road, Wendover HP22 6JG 
 

Committee Membership: Councillors Ballantine, Gallagher, Goodall, Lloyd-Evans, O’Donnell, Porter, Standen, 
Thornton, Wales, Walker, Washington, Williams and Worth 
 
To all Committee Members: 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO ATTEND THE ABOVE-MENTIONED MEETING, WHEN IT IS PROPOSED THAT THE 
BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED SHALL BE AS SET OUT BELOW. 
 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.  
 

AGENDA 
 
1) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

To consider any apologies for absence received: 
 

2) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
In accordance with Sections 30(3) and 235(2) of the Localism Act 2011 and the Wendover Parish Council    
Code of Conduct Councillors with declare their interest in relation to this meeting.  
 

3) MINUTES – page 4 
Consideration of approval of minutes of the meeting on 7th May 2024. 
 

4) CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
5) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - A maximum of 3 minutes per speaker will be allowed. 

The Council is committed to community engagement and warmly invites members of the public to 
contribute. Members of the public should note that the Council is only allowed to take decisions on topics 
that are publicised on the agenda; items not on the agenda can be carried forward for a response later. 
Members of the public are asked to respect the fact that this is a meeting to conduct Council business and 
interruptions during the remainder of the meeting are not permitted. 
 

6) REPORTS FROM BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL COUNCILLORS 
 
7) CLERKS REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE – page 11 
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8) FINANCE AND PAYMENTS – page 14 
a) To consider the list of payments and sign cheques (these will be sent on the day of the meeting to cover 

as many payments as possible) 
b) To receive the latest I&E reports, Balance Sheet and EMR reports  - pages 15, 19 and 20 

 
9) REPORTS FROM MEETINGS WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 

a) HS2 Mitigation Action Group – page 21 
b) Parish Council Surgeries 
c) St Mary’s Church 
d) Other groups 

 
10) REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
 

a) PLANNING 
i) To note the draft minutes of the meeting on 21st May – page 22 
 

b) AMENITIES 
i) To note the draft minutes of the meeting on 21st May – page 26 
 

c) FINANCE 
i) To note the draft minutes of the meeting on 28th May – page 29 
ii)  
 

11) REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS 
 

a) Transport Working Group 
To receive an update from the Transport working group. 
 

b) Open Spaces Working Group  
To receive an update from the working group. 
 

c) Sustainability and Biodiversity Group 
To receive an update from the working group. 
 

d) Strategic Planning Steering Group  
To receive an update from the working group. 

 
12) OTHER ITEMS 

a) Review of Strategic and finance risk register – page 31 
To consider and review the strategic and finance risk register 

 
b) Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023 – page 36 

To inspect and approve the statement of accounts for 2023/24, the annual Governance Statement, all 
statements for the external auditor and to sign the returns. 
i) Annual Internal Audit Report – to inspect the internal audit report and supporting paperwork and 

approve the internal audit report. – page 39 
ii) Annual Governance Statement – to inspect and approve the annual governance statement. – page 

49 
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iii) Accounting Statements – to inspect and approve the Accounting Statements for 2023/24 including 
the variances and reconciliations. – page 50 

iv) Exercise of public rights – to note that the announcement of electors’ rights will be made on 7th June 
2024 and that it will commence on Monday 10th June 2024 and close on Friday 19th July 2024  – page 
54 

 
c) Library Click and Collect service from Clocktower – page 58 

To consider approving the use of the Clock Tower ground floor to provide a click and collect service for 
library books during the construction period at the library. 
 

d) To support a bid to the HS2 Road Safety Fund – page 60 
To consider supporting a proposal for funding from the HS2 road safety fund to develop Bridleway WEN 
14 to link Dunsmore with Wendover particularly during the period of closures of other routes due to HS2 
construction. 
 

e) Minor grant request– page 63 
To consider a minor grant request for £1000 to do an additional print run of the Wendover Walks leaflets 
from Wendover Community Library Trust. 

 
13) NEXT MEETING AND AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

The next Parish Council meeting 7.30pm on Tuesday 2nd July 2024 at St Annes Hall. Items for the agenda are 
due into the office by 9am on Mon 24th June. 

 
14) CLOSURE OF MEETING 
 

Signed by Andy Smith  
Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer       Date: 26th March 2024 
.
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WENDOVER PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting 
7th May 2024 at 7:00pm  

St Anne’s Hall, Aylesbury Road, Wendover HP22 6JG 
 
Present: Councillors Ballantine, Gallagher, Goodall, O’Donnell, Porter, Standen, Thornton, Wales, Williams (Chair) 
and Worth. 
 
In attendance: n/a 

 
Clerk: Andy Smith  
Members of Public: 0 
 
1. ELECTION OF CHAIR 

PC24/001 Councillor Williams was proposed and seconded and ELECTED unanimously. Council wanted to 
note their thanks for the work Councillor Williams is putting into the role. 

 
2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR 

PC24/002 Councillor Gallagher was proposed and seconded and ELECTED unanimously. 
 

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

PC24/003 Apologies were received from Councillors Walker and APPROVED. Apologies from 
Buckinghamshire Councillors Bowles, Newcombe and Strachan were noted. Councillor Lloyd 
Evans was noted as absent. 

 
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

PC24/004 None 
 

5. MINUTES 

PC24/005 The minutes of the Parish Council of 2nd April 2024. were RESOLVED as a true record to be 
signed by the Chair of the meeting. 

 
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

PC24/006 None  
 

7. REPORTS FROM BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCILLORS 

PC24/007 None 
 

8. CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDANCE 

PC24/008 The Clerks report was noted and the Clerk answered questions from the councillors. 
 

9. FINANCE AND PAYMENTS 

a) Payments to consider. 
PC24/009 The payments to consider, totalling £20,004.55, were RESOLVED and signed. 
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b) Latest financial reports 

PC24/010 The financial reports were noted and the year end commentary was very helpful. The issue over 
streetlight repair costs was noted and it was recognised that as the lamps reach the end of their 
expected life this cost will continue over the next couple of years. 

 
c) Acquisition and disposal of assets 

PC24/011 The assets acquired and disposed of over the financial year 2023/24 were discussed and 
RESOLVED to be approved. 

 
d) Review of annual subscriptions and memberships 

PC24/012 The annual subscriptions were reviewed and RESOLVED to be approved. 
 

e) Review of current direct debits 
PC24/013 The direct debits and regular card and invoice payments were noted and RESOLVED to be 

approved to continue. 
 

f) Note year end audit process 
PC24/014 The year end audit process was considered and noted. 
 

10. REPORTS FROM MEETINGS WITH OUTSIDE BODIES 

a) HS2 Mitigation Action Group 
PC24/015 The report was noted. 
 

b) Report from Lionel Abel Smith Trust 
PC24/016 The report was noted 
 

c) Parish Council Surgeries 
PC24/017 It was noted that attendance has been low during this experimental period and that Council 

needs to consider moving to a Saturday so more people can attend. It was also noted that it 
may be more effective to set up meetings with community groups. This will come back to 
council for a formal decision. 

 
d) Wendover Community Car 

PC24/018 It was noted that the group are looking at options for upgrading or replacing the car. 
 

e) Wendover Youth Centre 
PC24/019 It was noted that there is a new trustee board in place.  
 

11. REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 

a) PLANNING 
PC24/020 The draft minutes of the meeting on 16th April 2024 were noted. 

 
b) AMENITIES 

PC24/021 The draft minutes of the meeting on 16th April 2024 were noted. 
 

  



 

PARISH COUNCIL PACK PAGE 6  Click Here to return to agenda 

12. REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS 

a) Transport Working Group 
PC24/022 It was noted that the group had asked for quotes for a survey around the Wendover School 

Campus. There was a traffic enforcement officer outside the school which helped with traffic 
flow and pedestrian safety on the day they attended. The group are looking into the road safety 
fund available from Bucks Council for funding for South Street. 

 
b) Open Spaces Working Group 

PC24/023 Planning permission was granted for the Skatepark. There are a few minor conditions attached 
which were in the project plan already. There is a potential that a local businessperson would 
support the skate park if there was any funding shortfall. The next plan is to apply to the 
National Lottery Communities Fund. Amenities will be looking into the feasibility of CCTV 
around the skatepark and other open spaces. 

 
c) Sustainability and Biodiversity Group 

PC24/024 There was no report. 
 

d) Strategic Planning Steering Group 
PC24/025 There was no report. 
 

13. COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS 

a) Changes to committees’ Terms of Reference 
PC24/026 It was noted that committees used to have a vice chair in the past and it was believed this was 

good practice. It was RESOLVED to amend the Terms of Reference of Amenities Committee, 
Finance Committee, Planning Committee and Staffing Committee (as set out in the paper) to 
include a Vice Chair. 

PC24/027 It was RESOLVED to change the wording of the footnote on the Terms of Reference to “the 
Clerk or their delegated officer” 

 
b) Scheme of Delegation   

PC24/028 The scheme was considered and it was RESOLVED to be renewed. 
 

c) Amenities Committee 
PC24/029 The Terms of Reference as amended by item 13a) were considered and RESOLVED to be 

approved 
PC24/030 It was RESOLVED that the membership would consist of Councillors Ballantine, Lloyd-Evans, 

Porter, Standen, Walker, Washington and Worth. Councillors Gallagher and Williams are ex 
officio members of this committee. 

 
d) Complaints Committee 

PC24/031 The Terms of Reference were considered and RESOLVED to be approved 
PC24/032 It was RESOLVED that the membership would consist of Councillors Ballantine, Goodhall, 

Walker and Washington. Councillors Gallagher is an ex officio member of this committee. 
 

e) Finance Committee 
PC24/033 The Terms of Reference as amended by item 13a) were considered and RESOLVED to be 

approved 
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PC24/034 It was RESOLVED that the membership would consist of Councillors Goodall, O’Donnell, Walker, 
Washington and Worth. Councillors Gallagher and Williams are ex officio members of this 
committee. 
 

f) Planning Committee 
PC24/035 The Terms of Reference as amended by item 13a) were considered and RESOLVED to be 

approved 
PC24/036 It was RESOLVED that the membership would consist of Councillors Ballantine, O’Donnell, 

Standen, Walker and Worth. Councillors Gallagher and Williams are ex officio members of this 
committee. 
 

g) Staffing Committee 
PC24/037 The Terms of Reference as amended by item 13a) were considered and RESOLVED to be 

approved 
PC24/038 It was RESOLVED that the membership would consist of Councillors Ballantine, O’Donnell, 

Thornton, Wales and Washington. Councillors Gallagher and Williams are ex officio members of 
this committee. 
 

h) Strategic Planning Steering Group 
PC24/039 The Terms of Reference were considered and RESOLVED to be approved 
PC24/040 It was RESOLVED that the membership would consist of Councillors Ballantine, Goodall, 

O’Donnell, Williams and Worth 
 

i) Transport Working Group 
PC24/041 The Terms of Reference were considered and RESOLVED to be approved 
PC24/042 It was RESOLVED that the membership would consist of Councillors Goodall and Walker. 

 
j) Biodiversity and Sustainability Working Group 

PC24/043 The Terms of Reference were considered and RESOLVED to be approved 
PC24/044 It was RESOLVED that the membership would consist of Councillors Lloyd-Evans, Porter, 

Standen, Wales and Williams. 
 

k) Events Working Group 
PC24/045 The Terms of Reference were considered and RESOLVED to be approved 
PC24/046 It was RESOLVED that the membership would consist of Councillors Porter, Thornton and 

Washington. 
 

l) Open Spaces Working Group 
PC24/047 The Terms of Reference were considered and RESOLVED to be approved 
PC24/048 It was RESOLVED that the membership would consist of Councillors Porter, Standen, Wales, 

Walker, Washington and Worth. 
 
14. EXTERNAL BODIES 

a) Representatives to external groups 
PC24/049 It was RESOLVED to appoint the following representatives:  

• RAF Halton Liaison –Councillor Worth 
• Buckinghamshire Council Community Board (Wendover and Villages) – Councillors Worth 

and O’Donnell  
• BMKALC Parish Liaison Meetings – To be undertaken on a rotational basis 
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• Climate Action Wendover – Councillor Lloyd-Evans 
• HS2 Liaison (to include liaison with Wendover HS2 Mitigation Action Group) – Councillor 

Porter 
• Lionel Abel Smith Trust – former Councillor Bulpett is on a three year term and will continue 

to liaise with the Parish Council 
• Wendover Action Group (Community Car)- Councillor Williams 
• Wendover Business Group – Councillors Gallagher, O’Donnell, Porter and Worth 
• Wendover Canal Trust – Councillor Williams 
• Wendover Churchyard Care Committee – Councillors Ballantine and Washington 
• Wendover Community Library Management Committee – Councillor Worth 
• Wendover Memorial Hall – Councillors Ballantine and Worth 
• Wendover Youth Centre – Councillor Ballantine 

 
b) Review of legal agreements with other bodies 

PC24/050 The legal agreements as presented in the paper were considered and RESOLVED to be 
approved. 

 
15. GENERAL GOVERNANCE 

a) Review and consider the standing orders 
PC24/051 It was noted there are no updates advised and RESOLVED to approve the standing orders. 

 
b) Review and consider the financial regulations 

PC24/052 It was noted there are no updates advised and RESOLVED to approve the financial regulations. 
 

c) Review the current insurance cover 
PC24/053 The policies and certificate had been communicated in advance to the Councillors. It was noted 

there are no updates advised and to approve the current insurance cover. 
 

d) Review the Council complaints procedure 
PC24/054 It was noted there are no updates advised and it was RESOLVED to approve the complaints 

procedure. 
 

e) Review the Freedom of Information Policy and Data Protection Policy 
PC24/055 It was noted there are no updates advised and it was RESOLVED to approve the Freedom of 

Information Policy 
PC24/056 It was noted there are no updates advised and it was RESOLVED to approve the Data Protection 

Policy 
 

f) To note the General Power of Competence and S137 expenditure limits 
PC24/057 It was noted that the Council does not currently have the General Power of Competence 
PC24/058 It was noted that the S137 expenditure limit for 2024/25 for Wendover Parish Council was 

£64,027 and we had not budgeted to spend anywhere near that limit. 
 

g) Review the time and place of the ordinary meetings of Council 
PC24/059 The meeting dates were noted. 
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16. OTHER ITEMS 

a) HS2 Update event 
PC24/060 It was noted that we would ask EKFB to fund the meeting, but approve a budget as a 

contingency. The Council RESOLVED to approve the event and budget. 
PC24/061 It was further RESOLVED to authorise the office to set the date based on the suggestions of the 

21st and 28th June and the availability of EKFB to attend. 
 

17. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

PC24/062 It was noted next Parish Council meeting 7.30pm on Tuesday 4th June 2024 at St Annes Hall. All 
agenda items and papers to be with the clerk by Friday 24th May. 

 
18. CLOSURE OF MEETING 

PC24/063 As all business was transacted the meeting was closed at 8:50pm 
 
 

Signed by  
Chair to the Parish Council                                                            Date:  
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PAYMENTS TO CONSIDER May Parish Council 07/05/2024

BACS
Date To Amount Payment for
09/05/2024 Phenom Networks £156.87 Computer Support
09/05/2024 Val Mayland £80.00 Cleaning
09/05/2024 Marley Design £387.50 Web and communications
09/05/2024 Numbers £72.00 Payroll Services
09/05/2024 St Annes Hall Hire £60.00 Hire of hall for meetings
09/05/2024 Salaries £9,520.55 Monthly Salaries Bill
09/05/2024 LGPS £880.29 LGPS Pension Costs
09/05/2024 HMRC £3,466.49 Payroll Tax and NI
09/05/2024 Sparkx £1,026.00 s/l repairs 66,97,75
09/05/2024 Deposit PP12AB Return £40.00 Allotment deposit return
09/05/2024 Deposit PP21AB Return £40.00 Allotment deposit return
09/05/2024 Best Kept Village £25.00 BKV 2024 Entry Fee
09/05/2024 RBL Landscape £177.60 Sign installation - Witchell Car Park
TOTAL BACS AMOUNT £15,932.30

CARD
Date To Amount Payment for
26/05/2024 Adobe £19.97 Acrobat Pro plan
13/05/2024 Lebara Mobile £5.00 Office mobile phone
02/05/2024 Office coffee machine £44.99 Office coffee machine
02/05/2024 Sweeneys £5.98 Office supplies
25/04/2024 Amazon Business Eu £105.49 Safety glasses - ivy project
24/04/2024 St Mary's Just £10.74 Office supplies
26/04/2024 Buckinghamshire Council £21.00 Temporary Event Notice - May LPM
18/04/2024 Sweeneys £5.39 Milk for APM
15/04/2024 The Range £8.20 Frames for APM certificates
03/04/2024 Vistaprint £113.95 pens and mugs for APM
TOTAL Debit Card AMOUNT £340.71

DD/SO

Date To Amount Payment for
3 May 2024 SIDLEYS CLIENT THE £135.00 Sidleys garage rent
3 May 2024 LEX AUTOLEASE £444.29 Hilux lease agreement
6 May 2024 BE FUELCARDS LTD £408.96 BP Fuel Card
7 May 2024 SMART PENSION LTD £26.40 SMART pension admin fee
28 May 2024 SMART PENSION LTD £870.38 SMART pension contributions
15 May 2024 BG LITE £0.74 Manor Waste Electricity
15 May 2024 BG LITE £208.41 Clock Tower Electricity
15 May 2024 BG LITE £29.95 Site Safe Electricity
19 May 2024 DRAX ENERGY SOLUTI £1,230.52 Street Lighting Electricity
30 May 2024 BUCKS COUNCIL RECE £0.00 Waste Container emptying
20 Apr 2024 MICROSOFT £82.32 Microsoft 365 Licenses
17 May 2024 CASTLE WATER LTD £21.37 Clock Tower Water
17 May 2024 CASTLE WATER LTD £15.39 Site Safe Water
17 May 2024 BT GROUP PLC £141.87 Clock tower phone/broadband
5 May 2024 BUCKS COUNCIL £90.00 Manor Waste Market Rates

18/04/2024 CASTLE WATER LTD £25.94 Clock Tower Water
TOTAL DD & SO £3,731.54

TOTAL PAYMENTS £20,004.55 SIGNED BY COUNCILLORS:
COUNCIL MINUTE NUMBER
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ITEM 7 – CLERKS REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Internal Audit 

This has been taking up a lot of recent time to ensure all evidence is in place for the audit. The 
latest audit resulted in only 2 observations, one of which was corrected there and then and noted 
by the auditor. It has to be noted that that there are increasing requirements for Parish Councils to 
comply with and many technical discussions at a national level as to the detailed regulations that 
we should be following which does take time to try and keep up with as well as ensuring our 
procedures match the requirements. A new model set of financial regulations has been produced 
by NALC and I will be working through the changes ready for the August Finance Committee. The 
details of the internal audit are discussed later in this meeting. 

 
Hedge enforcement 

One of our duties under the devolved services is to monitor hedges and their encroachment onto 
paths and public highways. This growing season of warm and wet weather has been enjoyed by the 
grass and hedges alike and we are having to issue a lot of letters to residents. The difficulty comes if 
there are birds nesting in the hedges as those hedges should be left alone. This complex situation is 
being managed by the office as best as is possible but we now seem to be getting daily reports of 
new issues. 

 
Street License Response 

I have been ensuring that Council is adequately supported in a robust response to the proposed 
changes to the street licensing consultation including joining with some of the Councillors attending 
a workshop on 14th May 2024. There are now 3 official responses to the proposal by Wendover 
Parish Council which include a response to the draft policy, A response to the contents of the 
workshop and a letter to the key stakeholders in the policy about the policy and consultation 
process. 
 

Purdah 
After the announcement of the election date are now in purdah – the term used to describe the time 
between the announcement of an election and the actual date of the election. As the elections are 
not for the Council itself there is less to worry about, but as a public body we still need to be mindful 
of the election period and follow some basic guidelines. 
Councils and Councillors should be mindful not to demonstrate any political bias whilst representing 
Wendover Parish Council.  Should a Councillor be supporting their local political party, this must not 
happen at any council event or using any of the councils’ resources. Whilst it is mainly common 
sense, it is easy to find yourself in breach if you are not mindful. For example, if you went to a 
“Sunflowers are the best party” election campaign meeting and came into a Parish Council meeting 
immediately afterwards with a massive sunflower party rosette on (by accident) you would still be in 
breach. 

 
HR and Health and Safety Consultant 

Our three year contract is currently up for renewal. We currently pay over £3000 for access to 
unlimited HR advice and annual review of our HR and Health and Safety policies. There have been 
service issues and I have been negotiating renewal. There appears to be two companies who could 
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provide this service so I will be building a paper to take to staffing committee for a decision. Because 
of the timing there may be a period where we are out of service but this will be short enough to not 
impact on any risks or liabilities or issues we are dealing with. 

 
Streetlight turnoff 

I have been in meetings to determine the technical aspects of how we turn off our streetlights if 
agreed and some of the cost implications, both pro and con. It seems it is not as easy as originally 
envisaged but something we can build into the project if the parish agree with this direction of travel. 

 
Informal clerks forum 

I attended an informal clerks forum for clerks in the Wendover and Villages Community Board area in 
which we discussed updates from the Community Board and the street trading policy which has 
caused a great deal of unease and uncertainty with local clerks. 

 
HS2/EKFB update meetings 

On Wed 22nd May was the first update meeting with the Parish Council and representatives from 
Wendover HS2 MAG. The format worked well in that there will be less frequent meetings but with 
more community representation. Slides from the meeting were circulated to Councillors. 

 
Friends Of the Wendover Library (FOWL) 

I was honoured to be invited to become a member of the FOWL committee. I would have liked to 
join, but there could be some potential conflicts of interest. Whilst the Chair and myself were happy 
there would be complete transparency, it does create potential conflicts and it would be clearer if I 
didn’t take the role. I declined with thanks to FOWL for thinking of me. 

 
Hot water unit in the Clock Tower 

The hot water on demand unit in the clock tower is dripping, which normally means the unit needs to 
be changed. It is taking a while to get three quotes but I will need to progress this soon because of 
the wasted water. 

 
Recruitment of Students for placement roles 

The roles have been recruited and start date is now confirmed for both as 8th July 2024. The 
contracts will be approved at the June Staffing meeting as well as considering the impact if the 
recent living wage changes. I will keep Councillors posted with details as and when it comes in. June 
Staffing will also consider the details of the projects they will be working on and expected outcomes. 

 
Skatepark 

With planning permission now granted we are now applying for grants to get us over the line. A local 
doner has been kept in the loop with our grant and progress and we are confident of being able to 
get spades in the ground later this year. It would be nice to coincide with the Olympics which would 
be a celebration of the pinnacle of skateboarding but timing and deadlines may not allow this to 
happen. 
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Overtime working of Estates and Grounds Staff 
An issue came to light in that some patterns of working weekends meant that staff (and the Council) 
could be in breach of the working time directive. We have taken corrective action to ensure the 
weekend working rota is now fully compliant but will be undertaking a review of the weekend 
working and overtime. 
 

HS2 Public Meeting 
The public meeting has been rescheduled for 28th June and the hall has been booked. I have started 
to publicise to get the date in people’s diaries. There will be more publicity now we are getting closer 
to the date. Refreshments and nibbles along the lines of the last meeting will also be organised. 
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ITEM 8b – FINANCE REPORTS 
 
The finance reports show the situation as at 23/5/2024. It does not include the current payments to 
consider. However, it does include the Salaries and salary costs, which are scheduled through the bank for a 
set date and entered onto the finance system in advance for the date they are due to come out (last day of 
the month).  
 
There is little to comment on at this stage in the financial year. 
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ITEM 9a – WENDOVER HS2 MAG 
 

HS2 Monthly Report, May ‘24 
Works update 

• The Ellesborough Road diversion is due to be completely finished by June; which will 
enable the removal of the temporary traffic lights. 

• The closure of the Bridleway at Small Dean Lane has removed the only safe cycle 
route between Dunsmore and Wendover, and this has been escalated  

• Five of the six piers of the Small Dean Viaduct have now been completed. The 
remaining pier is expected to be finished this year.  

• The visual impact of security fencing around a water pipe in the field behind Lionel 
Avenue is causing concern to local residents.  This has been escalated.  

 
May WPC activity 

• Councillor Porter was agreed as the WPC lead on HS2 activities at the first meeting of 
the 2024/25 year. 

• The first joint WPC/WHS2/EKFB monthly update meeting was held.  This significantly 
reduces the administrative burden involved for all concerned. 

• WPC approved a budget of £500 for the HS2 Public Meeting to be held in the 
Memorial Hall on 28th June at 19:00 

• Councillor Williams met EKFB and Dunsmore residents to explore alternative cycle 
routes prior to the closure of the Small Dean bridleway. 

• Councillor Porter and WHS2 reps attended an EKFB site visit to see the work progress 
at Ellesborough Road and Small Dean. 

• Eight public issues were handled in the month; including the community impact of 
noise from the Small Dean bridleway closure and the works in the field at the end of 
Dobbins Lane. 

 
Current Issues 

• Preparation for the “mass haul” movement of spoil from Small Dean to Stoke 
Mandeville have been made over the top of Ellesborough Road due to the ongoing 
delay in moving the underground utility services.  The local Monitor for the noise, 
vibration and air quality impact that has been unreliable for many months is now 
reported as having been fixed. Thousands of large dump truck movements are 
anticipated starting in June. 

• Recent discussions with EKFB suggest that the Environment Agency will soon permit 
the excavation for the underground wall surrounding the North Cutting that should 
protect the Aquifer groundwater flows to the Weston Turville Reservoir SSSI and 
Stoke Mandeville. 

 
30th May 24 
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ITEM 12a – REVIEW OF ANNUAL STRATEGIC AND FINANCE RISKS 
 
BROUGHT BY 
 
Clerk 
 
SUMMARY  
 
To review and consider approval of the strategic and financial risks. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 
 
n/a 
 
DETAILS 

 
Strategic and financial risks 
 
The Council currently has a finance and governance risk register that is reviewed annually. Operational risks 
(such as working at heights, fire COSHH etc) are individually assessed and held within the SafetyNest online 
system where they are reviewed annually by the staff team with a review by SafetyNest noted and acted 
upon by the Staffing Committee.  
 
The Strategic, Governance and Financial risks are ranked by identifying the Hazard then ranking the 
likelihood of the hazard happening and the severity if it did happen. It then identifies how the Council 
controls that risk and the residual risk identifies the level of risk to Council if these controls are in place.  
 
The format of the risk assessment matches previous formats and is in line with best practice. 
 
Operational risks use a slightly different assessment provided by the SafetyNest online system but follow the 
same principles. 
 
There have been no changes to the register since the last review as there have been no changes to the 
hazards faced by the Council or any significant changes to policy or procedure that mitigates those hazards. 
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
n/a 
 
LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 
Council should regularly review the strategic and financial risks. 
 
PROPOSAL  
 

• To approve the risk register and continue the current mitigations 
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ITEM 12b – ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 
 
BROUGHT BY 
 
Responsible Finance Officer/Finance Committee 
 
SUMMARY  
 
To inspect and approve the statement of accounts for 2023/24, the Annual Governance Statement, all other 
statements for the external auditor and to sign the returns. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 
 
n/a 
 
DETAILS 

 
i) Annual Internal Audit Report 
 
The internal audit is undertaken over two visits during each financial year with a mid year and end of year 
visit that samples our transactions, checks our policies and procedures and ensures we are meeting 
compliance with the relevant legislation and guidelines. 
 
Appendix A shows the annual internal audit report to be submitted to the external auditor and the additional 
paperwork provided by the internal auditor. 
Appendix B shows the observation from both internal audit visits and a report on progress made by the 
council on meeting those observations 
 
ii) Annual Governance Statement 
Council needs to declare that there is a sound system of internal controls. Each of the following statements 
needs to be considered and approved by Council. 

1 

We have put in place arrangements for 
effective financial management during the 
year, and for the preparation of the 
accounting statements. 

Tested by internal audit and all recommendations 
acted upon in a timely fashion. 

2 

We maintained an adequate system of 
internal control including measures 
designed to prevent and detect fraud and 
corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. 

Reviewed by Finance Committee 28/5/24 and internal 
financial controls policy renewed 

3 

We took all reasonable steps to assure 
ourselves that there are no matters of 
actual or potential non-compliance with 
laws, regulations and Proper Practices 
that could have a significant financial 
effect on the ability of this authority to 
conduct its business or manage its 
finances. 

Has monitored expenditure against the powers it has 
and complied with proper practices - monitored by 
Finance Committee and Full Council 
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4 

We provided proper opportunity during 
the year for the exercise of electors’ rights 
in accordance with the requirements of 
the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

Electors rights posted on website and noticeboards. 
Dates set and within regulations 

5 

We carried out an assessment of the 
risks facing this authority and took 
appropriate steps to manage those risks, 
including the introduction of internal 
controls and/or external insurance cover 
where required. 

Strategic risk register discussed and approved at 
Parish Council  

6 

We maintained throughout the year an 
adequate and effective system of internal 
audit of the accounting records and 
control systems. 

Tested by internal audit and monitored by finance 
committee 

7 
We took appropriate action on all matters 
raised in reports from internal and 
external audit. 

audit reports reviewed and monitored by Finance 
Committee and reported to full Council 

8 

We considered whether any litigation, 
liabilities or commitments, events or 
transactions, occurring either during or 
after the year-end, have a financial 
impact on this authority and, where 
appropriate, have included them in the 
accounting statements. 

Everything has been disclosed and reviewed by 
Finance Committee and Full Council. 

9 

Trust funds including charitable. In our 
capacity as the sole managing trustee we 
discharged our accountability 
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, 
including financial reporting and, if 
required, independent examination or 
audit. 

Correct management of the Witchell Trust, given 
income of c.£300 per year this does not require an 
independent external audit. 

 
Appendix C – Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3 
 
iii) Annual Accounting Statements 
The Annual Accounting Statements (Appendix D) have been prepared and reviewed as a part of the internal 
audit process. Appendix E shows the reconciliations and a report on the variances required by the external 
auditor. 
 
iv) Exercise of Public Rights 
The announcement of electors rights will be made on the 7th June by website and the Parish notice boards. 
The period will commence on Monday 10th June 2024 and Close on Friday 19th June 2024 (inc). The notice 
outlining the period of electors rights is shown in Appendix F. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
n/a 
 
LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 
These motions form part of the legal requirements around our end of year reporting 
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PROPOSAL  
 

• Wendover Parish Council notes and approves the annual internal audit report and recommendations 
• Wendover Parish Council considers each of the lines, one by one, on the Annual Governance 

Statement and agrees each of those lines to be signed by the Chair of the meeting and the Clerk. 
• Wendover Parish Council considers and approves the Accounting Statements for 2023/24 and notes 

the variances and recommendations. Previously signed by the Responsible Finance Officer to be 
signed by the Chair of the meeting. 

• Wendover Parish Council considers and approves the announcement of electors rights and the 
period for the exercise of those rights. 
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APPENDIX B – INTERNAL AUDIT - OBSERVATIONS AND ACTIONS 
 
Wendover Parish Council
Financial Year 2023-24

IAC Audit and Consultancy Ltd
Internal Audit Observations (I=Intermin Audit, E=End of year audit) Audit date: 11 December 2023 

B

No. Audit Test Response Observation Recommendation Priority Comments
Complete 

Y/N

I1 Is Clerk CILCA qualified? No Clerk is pursuing the CiLCA qualification Council to note. Low
Training attended. Registered and 
regularly submitting units - approx 1/3 
of the way through submitting. 

N

I2
Has the Council formally Minuted 
confirmation of bank signatory 
arrangements?

Yes

The Finance Committee added an 
additional signatory at meeting held on 
8th August 2023. It is unclear when the 
Council last formally confirmed a list of 
bank signatories and the mandate to 
be applied on its bank accounts.

Council to formally review and, if 
appropriate, approve the bank 
signatory arrangements and the 
mandate to be applied, for example 
"any two to sign".

Medium
This came to full Council on 9th Jan 
2023

Y

I3 Have tenders been obtained as set out 
in Financial Regulations?

Yes

the Council incurred significant 
expenditure of over £26k on lilybank 
(this was originally for £16k but was 
increased after HST provided grant 
funding). It is understood that the 
Council did not formally waive the 
requirements for tendering for this 
work as required by its Financial 
Regulations and Standing Orders. The 
Council also did not formally approve 
the award of the contracts and confirm 
in Council Minutes the value of the 
contract awarded.

The Council to review the procurement 
process for this contract and confirm 
compliance with its Financial 
Regulations, if appropriate the Council 
to formally Minute its approval of the 
tender arrangements made outside of 
the requirements of Financial 
Regulations and confirm the contract 
value awarded. 

In future the Council to ensure that it 
complies with the requirements of its 
Financial Regulations and Standing 
Orders and that any variation from 
these is formally recorded in Minutes 
of a meeting of Full Council.

High

A paper to Amenities will be discussed 
on 19th December and that will then 
be approved by Full Council on 9th 
January. A project monitoring sheet is 
being developed to track authorisations 
and the Project Management Policy 
was passed by Finance on 20th 
February 2024

Y

This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all expenditure was approved and VAT 
was appropriately accounted for.

I4
Have Grants awarded been 
appropriately considered by Council 
and approved?

Yes

Minutes do not record the value of 
grants approved. (This is recorded on 
the grant application form, but not in 
Council Minutes.)

The Council to ensure that the value of 
grants approved is recorded in the 
Minutes of the relevant meeting.

Medium

This will be changed for the next round 
of grants, unless advised otherwise we 
will not go back through previous 
minutes and amend but change the 
minuting from now onwards.

Y

I5
Are Powers under which grants are 
made clearly specified in Council 
Minutes?

No
The Council does not formally record 
the Powers under which grants are 
awarded in Minutes.

The Council to ensure that the 
appropriate Power under which grants 
are made is recorded in the Minutes of 
the meeting in which the grants are 
approved.

Medium

The powers are currently held on an 
internal spreadsheet, which from now 
be published as a part of the papers 
and minuted - see minutes of Finance 
Committee

Y

C

No. Audit Test Response Observation Recommendation Priority Comments
Complete 

Y/N

I6

The Council, meeting as a whole, has 
reviewed the effectiveness of its 
internal control system as required by 
Regulation 6 of the Accounts and Audit 
Regulations 2015

Yes

The Finance Committee, at a meeting 
held on 16th May 2023, recorded the 
review of Internal Controls, the daft 
MInutes of this meeting were noted by 
Full Council on 6th June 2023. It was 
noted that the Finance Committee 
Terms of Reference do not include 
specific reference to the review of the 
Internal Control System.

As the review of the effectiveness of 
the Internal Control System as a matter 
of regulations the Council must ensure 
that Minutes a formal review. If this 
matter is to be delegated to a 
Committee this should be clearly 
recorded in that Committees Terms of 
Reference.

High

It is felt appropriate that Finance also 
acts as an audit committee and that 
issues raised by finance can be 
escalated to full Council with a degree 
of separation. Therefore terms of 
reference were changed at the full 
council of 9th Jan 2024 but it will be 
noted in the ToR that full council needs 
to review the outcome of the finance 
committee report.

Y

E1
Assets included in the assets register 
are covered under the Councils 
insurance policy

Yes
It is unclear when buildings (incl. War 
Memorial) were last valued for 
insurance purposes.

The Council to consider obtaining 
updated insurance valuations for its 
major assets.

Medium Need to review key assets N

This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy of arrangements to manage these.
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D

No. Audit Test Response Observation Recommendation Priority Comments
Complete 

Y/N

I7

The Minutes of the meeting of Full 
Council, in which the precept was set, 
clearly states the value of the precept 
to be raised

No
The Minutes of the meeting in which 
the precept was set, do not state the 
value of the precept to be raised.

In future the Council should ensure that 
the value of the Precept to be raised is 
clearly recorded in the Minutes of the 
meeting in which the Precept is set. 
The Council to formally confirm the 
value of the precept raised for the year.

High
The minutes clearly state the precept 
and will be signed on 9th Jan

Y

E

No. Audit Test Response Observation Recommendation Priority Comments
Complete 

Y/N

I8 Has the Investment Strategy been 
subject to annual review?

No
The Investment Strategy has not been 
subject to annual review, was last 
reviewed May 2022

Council to ensure that its Investment 
Strategy is subject to annual review 
(this could be carried out as part of the 
budget process)

High

Had been set to our default of review 
every 2 years - this has been changed. 
It will be reviewed at full Council on 
9th Jan

Y

I9
If the Council receives income under 
leases, are the lease agreements 
current?

Yes

The Council has in place an annual 
licence for the rent (income) of land on 
Manore Waste. The copy of the licence 
provided during the audit visit was for 
the period April 2021 to March 2022

Council to review and update its lease 
agreements

Medium

The lease agreement has been passed 
by full council and it has become a 
rolling contract. The new lease has 
been verbally agreed but a copy signed 
by the lessee has not been returned

N

The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against the budget was regularly 
monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly banked; and VAT was appropriately 
accounted for.

J

No. Audit Test Response Observation Recommendation Priority Comments
Complete 

Y/N

1 Audit Extended Trial Balance agrees to 
draft Accounting Statements

No

The Internal Audit Extended Trial 
Balance did not agree to the draft 
Accounting Statements. £21,486 grant 
income received from HS2 had been 
credited to expenditure code 9115. As 
a consequence both Box 3 and Box 6 of 
the draft Accounting Statements were 
understated by £21,486. (This will have 
no impact on the Councils net reserve 
position). This was amended by the 
Clerk during the audit visit.

Council to note. Low Amended at the time Y

Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts and payments or income 
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APPENDIX C – ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 
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APPENDIX D – ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2023/24
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APPENDIX E – NOTES TO STATEMENTS FOR EXTERNAL AUDITOR 
 

 
 
  

Reconciliation between Box 7 and Box 8 in Section 2 - pro forma

Please complete the highlighted boxes.
Name of smaller authority:

County area (local councils and parish meetings only):

£ £
Box 7: Balances carried forward 271,526.00 

Deduct: Debtors (enter these as negative numbers)
Debtors (13,808.00)
VAT (4,083.00)

(17,891.00)

Deduct: Payments made in advance
(prepayments) (enter these as negative numbers)

1
2

-            
Total deductions (17,891.00)

Add:

Creditors 2,817.00   
Accruals 1,445.00   
Allotment Deposits 1,770.00   

6,032.00   

Add:

Allotment rents 826.00      
2

826.00      
Total additions 6,858.00     

Box 8: Total cash and short term investments 260,493.00 

(applies to Accounting Statements prepared on an income and expenditure basis only)

There should only be a difference between Box 7 and Box 8 where the Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the AGAR) have
been prepared on an income and expenditure basis and there have been adjustments for debtors/prepayments and
creditors/receipts in advance at the year end. Please provide details of the year end adjustments, showing how the net
differnece between them is equal to the difference between Boxes 7 and 8.

Creditors (must not include community infrastructure levy (CIL) 
receipts)

Receipts in advance (must not include deferred grants/loans 
received)

Wendover Parish Council

Buckinghamshire
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Bank reconciliation – pro forma

Name of smaller authority: 

County area (local councils and parish meetings only): 

Financial year ending 31 March 2024

Prepared by (Name and Role):

Date: 20/05/2024

£ £
Balance per bank statements as at 31/3/24:

Current a/c 19,322.2   
Flagstone 241,170.4 

[add more accounts if necessary]

260,492.6 

Petty cash float (if applicable) -            

Less: any unpresented cheques as at 31/3/24 (enter these as negative numbers)
n/a

[add more lines if necessary]

-            
Add: any un-banked cash as at 31/3/24

n/a

-            

Net balances as at 31/3/24(Box 8) 260,492.6 

This reconciliation should include all bank and building society accounts, including short term investment accounts. It must 
agree to Box 8 in the column headed “Year ending 31 March 20xx” in Section 2 of the AGAR – and will also agree to Box 7 where 
the accounts are prepared on a receipts and payments basis. Please complete the highlighted boxes, remembering that 
unpresented cheques should be entered as negative figures.

Andrew Smith - Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer

Wendover Parish Council

Buckinghamshire
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APPENDIX F – EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS 2023/24 
Wendover Parish Council  

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF UNAUDITED 

ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024 
 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27  
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

NOTICE NOTES 
 
 
1. Date of announcement: (a) Friday 7th June 2024 

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return 
(AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ 
Audit Appointments Ltd.  The unaudited AGAR has been published with this notice. As it 
has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is subject to change as a result of that 
review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records 
for the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, 
vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records must be made 
available for inspection by any person interested. For the year ended 31 March 2022, 
these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to: 
 

(b)  Andy Smith, Clerk and RFO, Wendover Parish Council, The Clock Tower, High 
Street, Wendover, HP22 6DU 
 
commencing on (c) Monday 10th June 2024 

 
 

and ending on (d) Friday 19th July 2024 
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

• The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; 
and 

• The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the 
appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to the court 
for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice of an objection 
must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this 
purpose between the above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the 
provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit 
Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice 2015.  The appointed auditor is: 

 
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team) 
15 Westferry Circus 

 
 
(a) Insert date of placing of the notice which 
must be not less than 1 day before the date 
in (c) below 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(b) Insert name, position and 
address/telephone number/ email address, 
as appropriate, of the Clerk or other person 
to which any person may apply to inspect 
the accounts 

 
(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1 day 
after the date of announcement in (a) above 
and at least 30 working days before the date 
appointed in (d) below 

 
(d) The inspection period between (c) and 
(d) must be 30 working days inclusive and 
must include the first 10 working days of 
July. 
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Canary Wharf 
London E14 4HD 
(sba@pkf-l.com) 
 

5. This announcement is made by (e) Andy Smith, Clerk and RFO  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(e) Insert name and position of person 
placing the notice – this person must be the 
responsible financial officer for the smaller 
authority 

 
LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 

 
Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local councils, internal drainage 
boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller authorities. 
This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act and the Accounts and Audit 
Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller authorities, other organisations and the 
public concerning the accounts being audited.  
As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting records of smaller 
authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related documents. If you are a local 
government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also ask questions about the accounts and object 
to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller 
authority form part of its running costs. Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your 
rights through their council tax. 
The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local electors. You can 
inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, 
vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You can copy all, or part, of these records or 
documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, 
inspect or copy documents unrelated to the accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) – (10) of the 
Act explains what is meant by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial 
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to the public and 
there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should nevertheless be disclosed.  
 
When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them, they must publish 
them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the ‘period for the exercise of public 
rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect the accounting records. Smaller authorities must 
tell the public, including advertising this on their website, that the accounting records and related documents are 
available to inspect. By arrangement you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting 
records. You may have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection 
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July 2022 for 2021/22 
accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of public rights, how you can 
communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting records and related documents, the 
name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that governs the inspection of accounts and objections.  
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The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the details. If you are a 
local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law. However, while the auditor will 
answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to do so. For example, the question might be better 
answered by another organisation, require investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost 
(which is borne by the local taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the 
accounting records that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the 
external auditor about the accounting records.  
The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for the exercise of 
public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The advertisement or notice that tells 
you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the period for the exercise of public rights during which 
you may ask the auditor questions, which here means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to 
represent you when asking the external auditor questions.  
Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know what they contain. 
Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the end of the period for the exercise of 
public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions about their accounts for any year, at any time. But 
these are not questions under the Act.  
You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial year being audited. 
However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external auditor can only answer ‘what’ 
questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer questions about policies, finances, procedures or 
anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must 
always be about facts, not opinions. To avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in 
writing.  
The right to make objections at audit 
 
You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you may wish to 
object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there are matters of wider concern 
arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector can ask the external auditor to apply to the 
High Court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public 
interest. You must tell the external auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item 
is unlawful, or why you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external 
auditor with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not make it 
unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to make an objection, 
including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the smaller authority. The notice must 
include: 
 

• confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area; 
• why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely; 
• details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and 
• details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest report. 

 
Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor to act within 
the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.  
 
A final word 
 
You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller authority.  You should 
take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and 



 Wendover Parish Council Tuesday 4th June – Item 12b 

PARISH COUNCIL PACK PAGE 57  Click Here to return to agenda 
 

so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions and objections.  In deciding whether to take your objection 
forward, one of a series of factors the auditor must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only 
continue with the objection if it is in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if 
they think that it is frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts 
against an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you will 
have to pay for the action yourself. 
 

For more detailed guidance on public rights and 
the special powers of auditors, copies of the 
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to 
your rights are available from the NAO website. 

 
If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed 
external auditor please write to the address in 
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and 
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. 
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ITEM 12c – LIBRARY CLICK AND COLLECT SERVICE 
 
BROUGHT BY 
 
Office  
 
SUMMARY  
 
To consider approving the use of the Clock Tower ground floor to provide a click and collect service 
for library books during the construction period at the library. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 
 
n/a 
 
DETAILS 
 
Introduction 
The main construction works at the Wendover Community Library are due to start in September. 
Whilst these works are underway the library would like to continue to provide community services 
via a “click and collect” service for their lendable items. 
They would hope to do this between 10am and 2pm three days a week – Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday and the ground floor of the Clock Tower would be able to accommodate this service. 
 
Use of space 
They would use the ground floor of the Clock Tower which would mean during the times they are 
running the click and collect service this space would not be available for meetings. The current 
meeting schedule means we could be flexible and arrange meetings around the times required by 
the library. We would have to organise the space a little better so Parish Council equipment was 
cleared from the space. 
 
The desk would be used as a workstation and during the period that the Library member of staff 
was present the door would be off the latch to allow easier access into the space by customers. 
 
The members of library staff would also have access to the kitchen and toilet space also on the 
ground floor  
 
Charging 
As the library offers free space to the Parish Council for meetings it is proposed we would have a 
reciprocal arrangement in that the space would be let out for free (on the basis that this is a 
temporary arrangement during construction) if the nature changed Council would naturally review 
that arrangement. 
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Additional Costs to the Council 
There would be additional facilities costs from the additional use of electricity and water which 
could easily be absorbed into the budgets. It is not viewed that these costs will be significant. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

• as discussed above - negligible 
 
LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 

• this is a temporary hire and would not require a tenancy or lease. 
 
PROPOSAL  
 

• To approve the use of the space by the Library and authorise the office to work out the 
precise timings and any other practical considerations. 
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ITEM 12d – SUPPORT FOR FUNDING BID ON BRIDLEWAY 
 
BROUGHT BY 
 
Parish Residents 
 
SUMMARY  
 
To consider supporting a proposal for funding from the HS2 road safety fund to develop Bridleway 
WEN 14 to link Dunsmore with Wendover particularly during the period of closures of other routes 
due to HS2 construction. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL BACKGROUND 
 
The Parish Council has been working with Wendover HS2 MAG on safe routes between Dunsmore 
and Wendover central, all of which have not been approved. This has been reported to Council in 
the WHS2MAG reports and clerk reports but this funding bid comes directly from residents 
 
DETAILS 
 
From the Residents: 
We (some Dunsmore residents who are cyclists and horse riders) are considering applying for funds 
from the new tranche HS2 funded Road Safety Improvement scheme applications to improve the 
bridleway called Wen 14/1 (see map below), in view of the fact that the bridleway Wen 13 
(otherwise known as Small Dean Lane) has recently been closed and will not reopen for an 
estimated 15 months. 
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Currently the only alternative to get from Dunsmore to Wendover is on the A413 or via an extensive 
diversion. 
 
The bid requires Wendover PC support in order to apply for the funding. The Dunsmore residents 
have the support of Jonathan Clark, Senior Strategic Access Officer, Highways and Technical 
Services, from Bucks Council. Whilst HS2 did rule out this option as it was outside the land that they 
control. 
 
If there is support from Wendover Parish Council, the next step would be to contact some local 
contractors to give us a quote for the costs of the work. Jonathan Clark has provided me with details 
of two contractors they have employed to carry out bridleway improvements. 
 
It is currently envisaged that the project and funding would be managed by an appropriate 
community group. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

• This is a request to support a grant that covers 100% of the works there is no contributory 
funding being requested. 

• There may be time from the office staff required to support the fundraising and project 
management. 

 
LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 

• As the Council are supporting the bid there may be reputational issues if the project is 
mismanaged or finances not dealt with properly. Therefore if Council support the bid it 
should also support the project implementation. 

 
PROPOSAL  
 

• To approve working with the Dunsmore residents to make a bid to the fund in order to 
upgrade WEN/14 

• To appoint the Clerk and Chair to act as official liaison with this group for the duration of 
the project 
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If the Council logo is to appear on your literature, assistance on correct usage can be obtained 
from the Clerk’s office on 01296 623056 or email clerk@wendover-pc.gov.uk. 

We confirm that the information given in this application is correct. We understand that we will 
be required to submit a brief report within 6 weeks of the completion of the project, including 
photographs where appropriate if applying for a grant over £1000. We agree the information 
about the funded project may be included in Wendover Parish Council’s publications, website 
and social media. 

Signed.................................................................. Date ……………………………………………………………. 

Name    Ron Melville……………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………… 

Position within organisation…Chair of FOWL……..………………………………………………………… 

Signed.................................................................. Date ……………………………………………………………. 

Name ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………….. 

Position within organisation…………..………………………………………………………………….…………………… 
Wendover Parish Council is a data controller under the Data Protection Act. We hold information 
for the purposes specified in our nomination to the Information Commissioner and may use this 
information for any of them. We may obtain information about you and others, or we may give 
information to them. If we do it will only be as the laws permits, to check the accuracy of 
information, prevent fraud or detect crime or to protect public funds. 

 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 

• There are currently no minor grants so the full budget of £5000 is available. This would 
come out of 4613 Grants Out – Minor - not S137 (see below) for power to make this grant 

 
LEGAL AND OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 

• This would be granted under the power to promote tourism or support an organisation that 
promotes tourism - Local Government Act 1972, s.144 

 
PROPOSAL  
 

• To approve the minor grant for the Library 
 
 




